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Typical agrammatism caused by right hemispheric
lesion in a left-hander : Report of a case

Harumi Tanaka*

, Hisao Tachibana**

, Kyoichi Nakano*, Minoru Sugita**
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+* 5 th Department of Internal Medicine, Hyogo College of Medicine.

A 49-year old woman with left-handedness was
transfered to our hospital because of progressive
speech disturbance and left hemiparesis.

Neurological examinations revealed aphasia, mild
constructional apraxia, left-hemiparesis with patholo-
gic signs and left hemi-sensory impairment including
the face.

CT scan disclosed a large hypodense area in sub-

cortical regions of the right hemisphere. Intravenous

digital subtraction angiography demonstrated occlu-
sion of the right internal carotid artery.

Her aphasia was characterized by typical telegra-
phic speech, which is rarely observed in the Japanese
and richness in onomatopoeia, of which effective
usage was unusual in aphasics.

Although the aphasia characterized by preservation
of word-finding ability .of nouns coupled with the

typical agrammatism was usually reported in patients
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with crossed aphasia and left hemispheric lesion in Therefore, it is suggested that the typical agram-
left handers, such speech disturbance was also obser- matism is not the specific sign of crossed aphasia,
ved in this left-handed woman with right hemispheric but could also occur in patients who do not establish
lesion. the language lateralization to the left hemisphere.



