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Study of a single

Asako Kashiwagi*, Toshihiro Kashiwagi**

*Kyoritsu Rehabilitation Hospital

*xKyowakai H

The errors in an appropriate reading of kanji by a
Wernicke's aphasic patient, who preserved the ability
of semantic processing comparatively well, were in-
vestigated. The patient was a 46 -year-old, right-
handed male and became aphasic after an operation
of aneurismus of the middle cerebral artery. Observa-

tion was made for two months, from the 15th month

ospital

after the onset. No neurological and neuropsychologi-
cal symptoms were found except mild Wernicke's
aphasia. His CT scan disclosed that low density areas
situated in the left temporal lobe, extending to the
inferior regions of the supramarginal and the angular
gyrus.

We observed that he read words and phrases com-
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posed of kanji with inappropriate pronunciation. In
reading compound words which entail morphophone-
mic changes, he failed to assign them appropriate
pitch accents and/or phonetic forms. Frequently the
patient read words and phrases composed of hirakana
with inappropriate pitch accents and pauses at inap-
propriate lexical boundaries. The errors included not
only confusion of ji-on (Sino-Japanese readings)

and ji-kun (native Japanese readings) of one kanji,

but also frequent misselection among the possible

A

MELLEY M4BENLS

plural ji-on of one kanji.

We consider that these erroneously selected read-
ings of a whole word or individual kanji composing a
word stemmed from deficits of the phonological pro-
cessor and/or of the transit between the phonological
and the semantic processor. Thus, the patient read
aloud a whole word or individual kanji by the less
familiar route, from the orthographical processor to
the phonological processor, under minimum reference

to the semantic information.



