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Three cases with remarkable disturbance of
short-term memory and mild disorientation of
date, and mild impairment of intelligence, but no
other psychiatric, neuropsychological symptoms
or neurological signs, are reported. Wechsler

memory scale (WMS) showed moderate decrease
of MQ but subtest scores demonstrated remarkable
disturbance of verbal short-term memory and
relatively preserved immediate and long-term
memory.
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X-ray CT and PET revealed no abnormality in
the first case. X-ray CT showed low density
area in the left medial lower part of temporal
lobe or hippocampal region in the second and the
third case. Etiology is cerebrovascular origin in
the third case but unknown in other two cases.
The first case might have cerebral ischemia and
the second case may have cerebral infarction.

Thess cases are very likely to be the “pure”
amnesic syndromes by Zangwill (1966). This
type is very important, because firstly they look
like the early Alzheimer’s disease and secondly
the patient’s social and occupational activity is
greatly restricted at the absence of overt neuro-

MEROEIE 2B 2T

logical deficit.

Wechsler memory scores are considered to be
mixed scores of immediate, short-term and long-
term memory. Subtests of logical memory and
asscciate learning will reflect the actual disturb-
ance of patients. Very small lesion in the left
hippocampal area may produce tremendous dis-
turbance of short -term memory or disability of
verbal learning and recall.

We define immediate, short-term and long-term
memory as memory preserved for szveral seconds
to one minute, several minutes to onz hour and

more than one hour, respectively.



