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A study of pure alexia by multivariate analyses
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We examined a problem regarding which of the
following ten factors determined the performance
of reading aloud a single letter in eight cases of
pure alexia. This was investigated with the qua-
ntification method of the second type (Hayashi).
The factors were ; Difference between Kanji and
Kana, Complexity, Scholastic Grade Level, Fre-
quency, Right-Left Separability, Ideographic Natu-
re, Visual, Auditory and Somatosensory Associa-

bility, and “Adjectivity”. As a result it was
revealed that the factor which had the greatest
influence upon the performance was Difference
between Kanji and Kana in two cases and Ideo-
graphic Nature of letters (pictograph and simple
ideograph) in one case. It was suggested that
the multiplicity of Kanji is as important in neu-
ropsychological research as the difference between
Kanji and Kana.




