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The test of reading aloud a single letter was
administered to eight patients with pure alexia,
in order to compare the performance of Kanji-
reading with that of Kana-reading. As a result
of “simple comparison” between the performance
of Kanji-reading (116 letters) and that of Kana-
reading (40 letters), a significant difference was
found in seven of eight cases (Kana-reading better
in 6 cases and Kanji-reading better in 1 case).
But this comparison is really unfair, because Kana
are not balanced to Kanji as to the complexity
and the frequency of letters and the school year

of learning letters. We selected the Kanji-letters
that can match the Kana-letters for the above
three factors. A significant difference of perfor
mance could be revealed in only two of eight
cases with “factorial comparison”, in which the
performance of reading the Kana-letters was com-
pared with that of reading the selected Kanji-
letters. Our results show that the influence of
the other characteristics of letters than the dif-
ference of Kanji and Kana to test performances
can not be ignored in studies of so-called “Kanji-
Kana Problem”.



